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12/04/2012 Family Historian Day 
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Computer Programmer and Software Designer 
25 years plus researching Family History 
Run the Family Historian User Group Site 
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Your name 
Previous family history research, if any 
What you hope to gain from the course 
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Family Research is like a jigsaw puzzle 
 
The trouble is there are lots of different puzzles in the box and some one threw away 
the box lids. 
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What information do you already have 
 Spouses details 
 Children and Grandchildren 
 Parents 
 Grandparents 
 

9 



10 



11 



12 



13 



14 



What are Sources 
The document, article,  image or person you got 
your information from. 

Citing your sources allows you or someone 
else to 

check how the conclusion was reached 
Access and verify the source of the fact 
Review findings in light of the original source 
information 

What needs a citation 
Everything which is not “common knowledge” 
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Do it right the first time!  Whether the source is a newspaper, journal, court record, 
personal interview, letter, or church record, write everything down while you still 
have the source in your hands.  
  
Sources you can rely on. No one has a perfect memory, and some sources will have 
worse memories than others.  The only source you can rely on is an "official" one; 
birth, marriage, death documents, and other confirmable databases and 
indices.  Even if information came from a relative, list their name.  You want to stay as 
accurate as is possible, and leave a clear trail for others to follow.  Not only will you 
know you have proof of your information, but others you share the information with 
will know it is factual, not just speculation.  
  
Sources establish credibility.  Many genealogists responding to the survey pointed 
out that unless we are able to tell others where we obtain the information all we are 
sharing is our opinion.  Citing sources is essential to establishing credibility.  If we 
have done a good job with our research, we can give others the ability to broaden 
and build upon the research already done and not have the same work rechecked 
over and over again.  
  
Write legibly.  If you write any information, write legibly.  It doesn’t pay to hurry and 
then not be able to read your own hand writing later.  Where possible I try to always 
get a photocopy or a photo of the key information I am capturing and then enter it 
into my genealogical program or record database.   
  
Checking sources allow for verification.  Checking sources allows verification of 
spelling, dating, reporting variations, and leads to more information.  Relying on the 
expertise of others helps save time and energy. Create and maintain a record of what 
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Six elements of a good source citation.  The six elements of a good source citation 
include: 
Author 
Title 
Publisher's name and location 
Publication date 
Location of the source and identifying information (library or archive where you 
found the information and its call number) 
Specific information for the piece of data you found (page number, line number) 
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Start from now 
 
 
Never try to work forwards  -  My ancestor was William the Conqueror is practically 
impossible to prove if you start from William. 
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Does the information make sense. 
Are the Children born after the parents? 
Did they marry after they died? 
Does the age vary wildly on different documents? 
 
3 George Records and 2 married Mary (in one small village) 
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Vertical lines show relationships between parents and offspring. 
Horizontal lines link all the siblings from one set of parents.  
Dotted lines signify a presumed relationship  
Vertical lines show relationships between parents and offspring. 
The following abbreviations are often used:  
b born 
bapt baptised 
[=] married 
m married 
[1] [2] first / second marriage  
d died 
bur buried 
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